the Indian temple as the Mihrab for their
Mosques." Such are the opinions of those
who are hailed as authorities on the subject.
But these people who agree only in denying
any credit to the Muslims, disagree most
violently among themselves as to the
common source of Muslim inspiration.
Gayet finds it in Coptic Egypt, Dieulafoy
in Persia and Mesopotamia, Havell in
India and Rivoira in Rome, and each is
convinced that the opinion held by the
others is not only futile but ridiculous.

0 As far as borrowing is
concerned, they cleverly forget that the
Christians borrowed their architectural
tradition from the Greeks and Romans,
who in their turn had built their architec-
ture upon the foundations of the Egyp-
tian and Chaldeans. If no one is original,
and all have borrowed from some source
or other, there is no reason why any one
should be blamed. In fact borrowing
and assimilating from others is one of the
traits of the greatest individuals and
greatest nations, and those who from
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